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I loved them till death, and that I shall remember
them at the last period of my life, as well as what
they have told me and what they have taught me.”’
The prisoners were put to death in different Villages,
and that is [167] why this good woman did not see
them all suffer. Let us hear what she still has to
tell us of those whom she saw.

The night passed amid joy and sorrow. In the
early morning, the poor sufferers were made to ascend
a large scaffold erected for the purpose, so that they
might be seen by all the people, and that no one,
either great or small, should fail to witness the new
cruelties that they should be made to endure. Those
Demons armed themselves with torches and fire-
brands. The smallest among them applied these to
the soles of the feet of the unfortunates, through
openings in the scaffold, while the others applied
them to their thighs and sides,—in a word, to the
most sensitive parts of the body. The captive wom-
en were ordered to burn their husbands and their
countrymen. They replied that they would not.
There was only the daughter of one Awessenipin—
called by the French ‘‘ the coal’ — who burned the
captive men and women indifferently. She imag-
ined that such cruel conduct would save her life; but,
on the contrary, it brought on her a more painful
death than on the others. Omne of the prisoners
manifested not the least sign of pain, in the height
of his torments [168] and sufferings. The Hiroquois
were furious with rage on observing this firmness,
which they consider an evil augury—for they be-
lieve that the souls of the warriors who despise them
will make them pay dearly for the death of their
bodies; seeing, I say, such firmness, they asked him



